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Distinguished Delegates,

Invited guests

Observer Missions

Executive Secretary of CIM, Carmen Lomellin,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to warmly welcome all the distinguished delegates to the OAS for the Third Regular Executive Committee Meeting of the CIM - and in all reality our last Executive Meeting for this biennium. At the outset, I would like to express my appreciation to the dedicated members of my Executive Committee, for your contribution to the preparation of this meeting. I am grateful for the utmost trust reposed in me which has afforded me the wonderful opportunity to successfully guide and advance the work of the CIM for this biennium. Thank you for your immeasurable support. 

Distinguished Delegates, I have had the distinction to preside over the work of this Commission during the commemoration of the 80th Anniversary of the CIM. Since this is the first time that we have convened since that landmark event in CIM’s history, I would like to extend continued best wishes to all delegates and to express my sincere gratitude to you for your own events of celebration in your respective member states. At the OAS, we celebrated our 80th year by honouring the women leaders of the technical and political arenas of the Inter-American system – an unprecedented event in the history of the OAS, which, incidentally, is celebrating its 60th year of existence.

I wish to use this time to reflect on some of the progress that we have made at the CIM since we last met in November 2007. As a backdrop to this, I wish to briefly situate my comments within the global context where a plethora of economic, social, political and environmental challenges loom; challenges which are heightening our vulnerability as a hemisphere and threatening our sense of security. 
Throughout the Americas, women, youth, Afro-descendants, indigenous people and disabled citizens, suffer disproportionately from the effects of poverty and social exclusion. If we are honest, we have to realize that racism, sexism and discrimination feed the vicious cycle of poverty and under-development in our hemisphere. The fact is that the situation in Latin America and the Caribbean continues to be highly inequitable. Inequality of income, for example, is matched by a highly unequal distribution of productive assets: mainly land, capital, education, and technology. Therefore, better access to these critical assets is essential for both growth and equity. I believe that if Latin American and Caribbean countries are to seriously address our multidimensional challenges, it will require uncompromising commitment on the part of member states, which must also include solid and sustained political will to achieving gender equity and equality. 

The positive links are increasingly clear between sustainable development and the empowerment of women - especially young women. The evidence illustrates that investment specifically in women generates a quantum improvement of the quality of life for all citizens. We need to embrace the notion that while we address social exclusion injustice and inequality in the hemisphere; that ultimately there must be a moral obligation to eradicate discrimination against women.
CIM continues to play an important catalytic role in advancing the policy agenda on gender equality and the empowerment of women in the Americas. Moreover, CIM provides an important global forum for enhanced exchange of national experiences, lessons learned and best practices.  

In our 80th year of existence, our Commission has made strides in traditional and new working areas. Our successes must be lauded – and loudly so! I wish to flag, in particular the work that CIM is undertaking in new areas such natural disasters and climate change. These phenomena are not gender-neutral. Given that climate change and natural disasters disproportionately affect the poor and that women form the majority of the world’s poor, women are among the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change. In these perilous times, CIM has to continue to champion the cause of women’s particular vulnerability to the effects of climate change and natural disasters, especially when so many women live in conditions of social exclusion. 

Violence against women is a universal problem and one of the most widespread violations of human rights. One in three women will suffer some form of violence in her lifetime, becoming part of an epidemic that devastates lives, fractures communities and stalls development. Despite some progress on this issue over the past decade, its horrendous scale remains mostly unacknowledged. New dimensions include the global trafficking of women, youth, and girls; which is contributing to increased HIV/AIDS infection rates.  CIM’s contributions toward overcoming these challenges are well documented and internationally recognized. 
To CIM’s credit, we have realized that the gendered aspects of violence involve addressing this scourge from the male perspective to determine some of its gender-based drivers. Consequently, one of our fresh; and I daresay; promising initiatives involves examining the topic of men, masculinities and gender-based violence for a more comprehensive approach to this pervasive and perennial phenomenon.

It is time that member states really grasp the reality that there is a high cost to pay for violence against women. In fact, at the macro level the economic cost of violence against women is considerable, which is a compelling argument for seriously addressing this scourge which impoverishes individuals, families and communities – in addition to reducing the economic development of a nation. 

Therefore, I am pleased to report that the MESECVI is making progress in bringing about the culmination of its First Evaluation Round. We thank the Government of Venezuela for its offer to host the Meeting of States Parties in July 09-10, 2008. We look forward to a successful conclusion of this round and anticipate even greater progress being made in the work of this mechanism in the coming biennium.  

As we press forward in our work, I wish to encourage delegates to be vigilant about driving the topic of gender and justice, so that we do not lose any momentum on this important area. Mindful of the recently concluded meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the OAS (REMJA) on April 28-30, 2008, I noted that little progress has been made in ensuring that the hard-fought-for gender perspective remains highlighted in the work of this Ministerial.  REMJA needs to be guided by the example of the Labour Ministerial which demonstrated its commitment to making progress in embedding gender within its agenda and follow-up action. 

At the OAS, there is much excitement being generated by the upcoming Summits of the Americas scheduled for Trinidad and Tobago in 2009. I am confident that the CIM will continue to have a decided impact in determining that there is full integration of the gender perspective into all topics of the Plan of Action to be adopted at the Fifth Summit of the Americas. The theme for this Summit is particularly poignant and provides fertile ground for our input: “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability.”
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As part of its 80th anniversary celebration, the CIM, in conjunction with the Art Museum of the Americas (AMA) of the OAS, has undertaken an innovative initiative. CIM will be inviting 11 to 14 year old girls from OAS Member States to participate in the Photography contest entitled: ‘When I Grow Up…’ This contest aims to capture the dreams and visions that young girls have about their future. Through their photographs, the girls will illustrate how the new generation assesses the progress achieved by women regarding our role in society and what is still to be achieved by young women such as themselves when they grow up. I am pleased at this Executive Meeting to officially announce the launching of this Photography Contest and to inform that the results of which will be released at the Thirty-Fourth Assembly of CIM Delegates in November 2008. Therefore, we look forward to having your solid support in promoting this exciting initiative in your respective member states.
Distinguished Delegates, in closing, I strongly encourage you to keep actively involved in advancing the work of the CIM in our respective member states. We must continue to make progress towards attaining the full and equal participation of women in all spheres of society and strengthening the role of the OAS and the CIM as the political fora, par excellence, for achieving these goals.

Thank you.
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