- 11 -

[image: image1.png]




INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2006-2008
OEA/Ser.L/II.5.29

SECOND REGULAR SESSION
CIM/CD/doc.13/07

November 6 to 7, 2007
29 October 2007

Washington, D.C.
Original:  English

REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PRESIDENT
AND PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF THE CIM
MAY – OCTOBER 2007
(Item 2 on the Agenda)

The activities of the Inter-American Commission of Women since the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, held in Washington, D.C., April 19-20, 2007, are following:
I. COMPLIANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1.
Declaration of San Salvador


Pursuant to Agreement No. 1 of the First Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee, the text resulting from the meetings of the Working Group held on February 7 and March 6, 2007, was e-mailed to the Principal Delegates (and copied to the permanent missions), so that the Delegates could submit their observations by May 15.  The Permanent Secretariat compiled a document consolidating all the contributions received, which was sent to the Principal Delegates for approval.  The third meeting of the Working Group, which reviewed and finalized the document, was convened on September 18.  That document was later sent to the permanent missions and Principal Delegates and will be presented to the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates.

2. Legal instruments of the CIM


Pursuant to Agreement No. 2 on the legal instruments of the CIM, the Permanent Secretariat asked the Principal Delegates that had not yet done so to submit their comments on the aforementioned document by June 15, 2007.  Once the observations had been received a document was compiled, consolidating all the observations submitted by the countries, and e-mailed to the permanent missions and the Principal Delegates.  The proposals presented by the countries were negotiated and approved at the third meeting of the Working Group, held on September 18.  The final document produced at that meeting was sent via e-mail on October 4, 2007.

The three meetings of the Working Group that considered the draft Declaration of San Salvador and the Proposal to Modify the Legal Instruments of the CIM were chaired by the Permanent Mission of Brazil.  Here we would like to underscore the outstanding performance of the Chair of the Working Group, Paulo André Moraes, the Alternative Representative of Brazil to the CIM, for his apt handling of the three meetings of the Working Group, whose output and contributions were invaluable for reaching a consensus in the deliberations and enabled us to present these documents to the Special Assembly for consideration and approval.

3. Preparations for the Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM


As regards Agreement No. 3, last September the Office of the OAS Secretary General authorized the funds needed to hold the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, which, with the approval of the Delegates, was scheduled for November 5 and 6, 2007 (one day and a half), at the headquarters of the Organization of American States.


On October 1, 2007, the draft agenda for the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM was e-mailed to the members of the Executive Committee for their consideration and approval.


At the special meeting of October 10, that draft agenda was submitted for consideration to the Permanent Council, which approved it without changes.


The Secretary General convened the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM by means of a Note, dated October 15, 2007.  That convocation and the draft agenda were sent via e-mail on that same day. 


All the documents to be considered at the aforementioned Assembly have been distributed to all the Principal Delegates and permanent missions.

4.
Labor and Gender

We refer to point 2.1 of this document, which details compliance with Agreements 4 and 5.
5.
MESECVI:


Pursuant to Agreement No. 6, the President of the CIM sent out Note No. 10-061/07 on October 3, 2007.  In it, she urged the Principal Delegates of the states parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará to take the necessary steps to alert their governments to the funding currently required by the MESECVI and to the pressing need to make a contribution to the Specific Fund set up for that purpose.  She further suggested that they urge their governments to promote, within the framework of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the Permanent Council, the establishment of a permanent OAS Regular Fund budgetary appropriation for the MESECVI, as is the case with other follow-up mechanisms hosted by the Organization.
II.
THIRTY-SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

On behalf of the CIM the Executive Secretary participated in the OAS General Assembly (Panama, Republic of Panama June 4 to 6, 2007):

The General Assembly adopted the following resolutions:


1.
AG/RES. 2322 ((XXXVII-O/07) Inter-American Year of the Women. 

2.
AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII O/07)  Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women.
3. AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII O/07)  Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.
4. AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII O/07)  Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”.
5. AG/RES. 2331 (XXXVII O/07)  Fifth Biennial Report on fulfillment of resolution  AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) Promotion on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”.

6.
AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)  Natural disaster reduction, risk management, and assitance in natural and other disaster situations.
With respect to this last resolution, the CIM received a special mandate from the Assembly and is a member of this Committee. These resolutions are published on the OAS web site http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/resoluciones_asamblea_general.htm.
III.
BIENNIAL WORK PLAN
1.
WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
1.1.
Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI)
a) Third Meting of the MESECVI Experts Committee (CEVI) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 18 to 20 July, 2007

The opening session took place on Wednesday, July 18 at 11:30 a.m.in the Libertador Hall at San Martín Palace of the Argentinean Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the city of Buenos Aires, Republic of Argentina.  The meeting was attended by representatives of the diplomatic corps, national and provincial government authorities, international organizations; the experts of the Mechanism to Follow up the Implementation of the Belém do para Convention (MESECVI), civil society organizations and other special guests.  The Coordinator of MESECVI Technical Secretariat read the welcoming words on behalf of CIM President Jacqui Quinn-Leandro.  Subsequently, the audience was addressed by the Special Representative for Women’s Affairs from the Argentinean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Principal Delegate to CIM Ambassador Magdalena Faillace; the Ambassador of Mexico in the Republic of Argentina, Maria Cristina de la Garza, representing the Presidency of the Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI; the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, Jose Miguel Insulza; and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Church Affairs of the Republic of Argentina, Mr. Jorge Taiana.  During the meeting the country reports were approved. After accepting some comments, also the draft text of the Hemispheric Report was approved.  The Secretariat was requested to introduce the appropriate changes and send the report to the experts for their consideration, before its final distribution. 

b)
Technical Secretariat

Pursuant to the results of the Third Experts Meeting, the Technical Secretariat proceeded to introduce the comments to the Hemispheric Report and sent it to the experts for their final revision. Pursuant as well to the decision adopted at the meeting, they were asked to introduce the changes suggested by the corresponding work teams.  At the end of the process, the country reports were sent to the Competent National Authorities for their remarks before submitting them to the Conference of Party States to be held in Venezuela at the beginning of 2008.  

The Technical Secretariat meet with the representatives of the Government of Venezuela to provide them with the required inputs for the Conference that will be held in that country. 

c.
Conference of Party States
As a first preparatory step for the meeting, a working meeting took place on April 16, 2007 with representatives from 23 countries.  A draft agenda for the Conference of Party States was approved at the meeting.  In addition, a decision was made for the Secretariat to distribute the preliminary draft of the Conference Regulations to all the Permanent Missions as soon as possible and not later than June 1, for their comments and remarks.  During the meeting, the Venezuelan representative confirmed the interest of Venezuela in hosting the Conference. 
1.2.
Trafficking in Persons

· Meeting with the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Section (ATS):
The CIM Point Person on Trafficking met with Anti-Trafficking Coordinator, Mr. M. Fernando Garcia, on October 22, 2007. Following the May 2007 Conference on Asian Trafficking in the Americas in San Diego, the purpose of this meeting was for the furnishing of updates. Mr. Garcia advised that on August 21-22, 2007, Colombia in conjunction with the Anti-Trafficking Section had hosted a workshop for legal experts of the Spanish-speaking countries in order to share best practices in the legal framework to address trafficking in persons on matters of prevention, protection and prosecution. At this event, the gender perspective was stressed as being critical in the work and legal frameworks in prevention, protection and prosecution. A proposal was made that there be an allocation of 1% of the Federal Budget to prevention and victim protection. The participants at this workshop were members of congress who address this issue in their legislations. The outcome of this meeting was a summary document on trafficking in persons. UNODC’s held a Meeting in Vienna on October 02-04, 2007 for developing model legislation for regional legal frameworks. The outcome of this meeting fed into the base documents for the Central American Meeting for parliamentarians, which was held in Guatemala on October 3-4, 2007, to examine legislation to combat TIP in Central America. The participants worked on a sub-regional model legal framework for TIP. Although the document is not a binding legal document, the objective was to raise awareness among parliamentarians on human rights with a focus on the inclusion of the gender perspective in the protection and prevention side in drafting legislation. One legal expert from Ecuador noted that there were gaps in legislation which fail to address aspects of gender and culture. The gender issue was addressed in all three panels and CIM’s Alternate Delegate of El Salvador, who participated in the group on Victim Protection, also made intervention on addressing the gender perspective in this model legal framework. The draft document from this meeting will be presented to legal experts and then to the member states for consideration in addressing Trafficking in Persons.


1.3
Gender and HIV/AIDS
· Design of projects on HIV for the Caribbean and Central America
Two projects on HIV and gender based violence were prepared in conjunction with Development Connections (DVCN), a consulting firm specializing in gender, health, development, adolescents, migration and HIV. The projects are to be carried out in partnership with PAHO and UNIFEM.

  One of the them, “The Integration of policies and programs  on HIV and Gender-Based Violence from a Human Rights Perspective in Central America,” to be carried out in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua during a two year period, was submitted for funding to the Spanish Cooperation Agency in September. A response will be received at the end of October. 

· The other project, for CARICOM countries on the Interconnectivity between HIV/AIDS and Gender-based Violence has already received partial funding through a US$33,000 donation from the People’s Republic of China. 
CIM officials worked on the proposal jointly with the consultant, Development Connections, taking into account the work developed by the Pan-Caribbean Partnership on HIV/AIDS (PANCAP), since PANCAP has the distinction of an international best practice for strategic interventions in HIV.  UNIFEM, which is also a member of PANCAP, has been working on its Plan of Action for gender mainstreaming and HIV. Having researched the scope of UNIFEM’s work on GBV and HIV in the Caribbean, Roberta Clarke and Monique Springer were contacted to discuss collaboration with them on this issue.  CIM also contacted the UNIFEM, PANCAP and the CARICOM Secretariat in response our concern regarding the duplication of efforts on the intersection between GBV and HIV. CARICOM advised that there was indeed a gap with regard to empirical studies on the intersection of GBV and HIV and that it has not done any work in this area. 
A Conference Call with UNIFEM was held on Wednesday, October 03, 2007, which included CIM Executive Secretary, and officials; along with Consultant Dinys Luciano; UNIFEM Regional Director, Roberta Clarke and HIV Specialist Monique Springer to discuss UNIFEM’s work, specifically in Gender and HIV. UNIFEM identified gender mainstreaming and capacity-building as being central to any work on HIV; noting that the HIV policy spaces had yet to be integrated in the Caribbean. Therefore UNIFEM as part of PANCAP was trying to fill in these policy spaces by developing strategic plans in some ten (10) countries. UNIFEM observed that the intersection between GBV and HIV had not yet been articulated at the sub-regional level to formulate a full position on it. In fact, PANCAP was in the process of designing its regional policy strategies for policy-makers and that it would be an opportune time for the CIM to collaborate with UNIFEM to address this critical intersection and inform PANCAP’s work on gender and HIV/AIDS, since there was not any reliable data on VAW in the Caribbean as such. UNIFEM viewed the proposed CIM capacity-building project as part of a follow-up to this policy roundtable and then offered recommendations on said project. UNIFEM concluded by saying that it would favourably consider partnering with CIM on this initiative.  

On October 08, 2007, a meeting was held with Dr. Ariel King, who has done extensive global research in HIV/AIDS and has been in the field since 1983, on the possibility of her providing technical assistance for the capacity-building CIM Project on HIV/AIDS in CARICOM. Subsequently a meeting was held with Consultant Dinys Luciano of Development Connections on Friday October 12, 2007 to discuss the proposed Small Consultancy for the CARICOM HIV/AIDS project to determine the work in gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS which has been done by service providers. Consultant Luciano provided a background on the work to integrate gender into HIV prevention and observed that there were still many gaps in trying to make the link between gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS, since there are disparities in the strength of the link across the globe. She noted that there are particular challenges in many of the health systems in the hemisphere because they were fragmented and in order to get the full picture of violence against women, there was need to interview a range of providers. One of the outcomes of the proposed consultancy is that it illustrates the impact on women in having - or not having - a service/facility which does or does not integrate HIV and GBV. There is need to examine the benefits of having such a service, especially since evidence has shown that women in violent situations are at greater risks for contraction of STI’s. The Meeting concluded with logistics for this small consultancy.

· Preparatory Meeting with PAHO on Proposed Special OAS Permanent Council Session on HIV/AIDS scheduled for 2008: The Executive Secretary and a CIM official attended an introductory meeting at PAHO with Patricio Rojas and Cristina Torres Parodi on August 14, 2007 to determine the possibility for collaboration for our proposed Special Session on HIV/AIDS. It was observed that there was a predominance of focus on the health sector, regarding matters of policy, when HIV has proven to generate much turbulence multi-sectorally. Further, it was critically important to assess the economic impact of HIV/AIDS. Mr Rojas spoke to the upcoming International Conference on HIV/AIDS scheduled for Mexico in August 2008. Since this would be the first time that Latin America will be hosting a global Conference on HIV/AIDS, it would be an opportune time for highlighting of the impact of the epidemic in the hemisphere. Therefore PAHO welcomed the opportunity to be able to collaborate with the CIM on this venture. It was decided that an informal technical group of point persons from the various hemispheric and international agencies needs to be established to handle this topic. As a follow-up to this meeting with PAHO, the CIM Executive Secretary, and CIM officials met in a brainstorming session on September 24, 2007 to determine the topics for the proposed session on HIV/AIDS and the composition of the technical working group. Having established a list of contact persons from the international and hemispheric agencies who work in gender, health and HIV/AIDS, CIM has sent out correspondence to the list of contacts to attend a preparatory meeting within the next month, under the Chairmanship of Ambassador Izben Williams of the Permanent Mission of St. Kitts and Nevis.

.
INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY (IAP)
2.1
Follow-Up on SEPIA I – Labor and Gender
· CIM is working with the OAS Department on Social Development and Employment to develop a regional project to be implemented with the support of the Canadian Government, with a view to promoting gender-mainstreaming in labor policies and programs, within the context of the Plan of Action of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) and the SEPIA I initiative, in compliance with the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  In accordance with the Agreement 4 and 5 of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, the CIM President sent on April 30 a letter No. 04-027/07 to requested from the Principal Delegates information on best practices implemented in your country in the area of gender and employment and studies on assessments, mapping, and programs in the area of gender and migration that have been undertaken in their countries. At this request the following countries sent information: Belize, Brazil, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago. These contributions was sent to the Department on Social Development and Employment to be included input will be included in a document on that topic currently under research by the OAS Department of Social Development and Employment (SEDI), which was presented at the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held on September 2007 in Trinidad and Tobago.
· The CIM President and a CIM official participated in the XV Inter-American Conference on Ministers of Labour (IACML) held on September 11 to 13, 2007 in Trinidad and Tobago

2.2
Follow-Up on SEPIA IV – Gender, Science and Technology

· Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT): The Executive Secretary and Specialists of the CIM attended the special session on Gender and Science and Technology. The Fifth Regular Meeting of COMCYT held on September 20-21, 2007, at the Headquarters. The CIM Executive Secretary presented on: The Gender Perspective in Science and Technology during the regular session of COMCYT. Other panelists included Dr. Glenda P. Simms of Simms Consulting, Jamaica, who filtered her approach to the topic of inclusion of women into Science and Technology, through the lens of examining the impact of violence against women and how it is perpetuated through the use of technology and reproductive technologies. Dr. Shirley Malcolm of the Gender Advisory Board (GAB) of the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (UNCSTD) spoke to the need for a focus on males who are discriminated against due to race, class, culture, ethnicity etc. Dr. Malcolm recommended that as a best practice that mechanisms be put in place at the national level to assess gender differentials in Science and Technology, through the lens of race, class and culture.

2.3.
Gender and Natural Disasters
· The First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) was held on Monday September 24, 2007, at the Headquarters of the Organization. This Committee is under the Chairmanship of the Secretary General. Which besides of being honored with the presence of the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development’s Director General, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, gathered the highest level officials of the Inter-American System: the president of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB,) Dr.  Luis Alberto Moreno, the Director of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, the Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), Rear Admiral Elis Treilder Oberg, the Secretary General of the Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH,) Mr. Santiago Borrero, the Executive Director of the Pan-American Development Foundation, Mr. John Sanbrailo, and the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission for Women (ICM), Mrs. Carmen Lomellin. The organizations represented, along with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation and Agriculture (IICA), conform the IACNDR, as it is stated in the resolution of the General Assembly of the Organization of June 7th, 1999 (AG/RES. 1682 (XXIX-0/99).

In addition, other participants of the Committee meeting included officials from sub-regional intergovernmental organizations: the Director General of the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) of Jamaica, Mr. Ronald Jackson, who is also co-chair of the  Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM); Mr. Haris Sanahuja from the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR); delegates representatives from the OAS member countries and observers to the OAS; International Financial institutions; and various international development agencies partners of  the OA
The objective of the meeting was to enhance the cooperation among the key institutional actors of the Inter-American System, the UN System, and sub-regional intergovernmental organizations, so that coordinated policies and programs are formulated and jointly implemented.
Main outcomes and agreements: follow-up actions
· Supported Secretary General Insulza’s proposal for a one-stop information portal to providing Member States, including not only government agencies, but also non-governmental organizations, private enterprises, and all member of the Civil Society with an up-to-date overview of the Inter-American System’s various programs, projects and policies, as a strategic element of disaster risk management in the Hemisphere. They further underscored the importance of strengthening information exchange to more effectively assist member countries with disaster mitigation, and articulating the Portal around a Geographic Information System (GIS) based platform for efficiently managing geo-spatial and socio-economic information associated to risk reduction related interventions of the different partners.
· Supported the risk management must be mainstreamed, as a matter of policy and practical intervention, across all sectors; from civil protection to health, education, infrastructure, private businesses, productive sectors, such as tourism and agriculture, and others. Finance and Planning ministries must be involved in all phases of risk management, as to ensure adequate allocation of funds and natural hazard risk reduction-planning across all sectors.
· Supported the explore strategies to transfer risk, by risk pooling and collective insurance schemes under an integrated risk management and financial strategy. The Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (CCRIF), established by the World Bank with contributions of donor countries, including Canada that contributed with CA$20 million, is a first step towards that end; although, there is agreement among all stakeholders that it needs further revision.
· Follow up on the implementation of the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policies on Risk Reduction, Risk Management, and Disaster Response (IASP), articulating this Inter-American Strategic Plan with the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR) and the Global Platform of the Hyogo Framework for Action.

2.4. Gender and Migration

· The Executive Secretary of the CIM participated in the Special Session of the Permanent council on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas held on May 2, 2007. This Special Session was held in pursuant of resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06) to “consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families.” Besides the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General, the Permanent Representative of Belize, the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), Regional Office for North America and the Caribbean. The Directors of the Department of Social Development and Employment, Summits Secretariat, Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  The Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, presented the Report on the results of the special meeting on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.
· Meeting with IOM and OAS Secretariat on Migration: As a follow-up to the Special Session of the Permanent Council on Migration, the CIM Executive Secretary and Specialist Odlum attended a meeting on May 07, 2007 for addressing the need to make migration a cross-cutting issue of the OAS Agenda. The Executive Secretary spoke to the issue of gender and migration; and migration and HIV/AIDS as being new issues which the CIM is becoming engaged, however currently as part of its mandates CIM was compiling Best Practices in gender and migration, with a view to replicating this in Gender, Migration and HIV. The Director of Migration Policy, Research and Communication with the IOM, Michele Solomon informed about the Global Migration Group (GMG), a joint initiative of the Head of IOM and Head of Migration at ILO and its work on Gender and Migration. In a New York Meeting on Wednesday, May 02, 2007, a decision had been taken to address gender and migration as a matter of priority with a serious need for raising attention to the issue since 50% of migrants are now women and the figures show signs of increase; which has important implications for policy-making.

· De acuerdo al mandato de la resolución AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), el 24 de octubre de 2007 en la sesión ordinaria del Consejo Permanente se estableció la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios presidido por la Representante Permanente del Uruguay.
2.5.
Public Budgets with a Gender Perspective
· In September, the CIM Executive Secretary and officials of the OAS Office in Nicaragua made a presentation to the Council of Women Ministers of Central America (COMCA) on the project Gender Equity in Municipal Public Finances coordinated by the CIM in Nicaragua.  Because of the great interest caused by the presentation, the Ministers requested that a subregional technical meeting be held to analyze the possibility of extending it to the other countries of the subregion. This technical meeting took place on October 23, 2007, in Managua, Nicaragua, with the participation of representatives of the national machineries of Costa Rica, Honduras and the Dominican Republic, as well as the head of the OAS Office in Nicaragua, project staff, and a CIM official. The attendees analyzed the Nicaragua project and exchanged information on other experiences carried out by countries of the subregion.  A line of work was established and the first draft of a possible subregional program on public budgets with a gender perspective was elaborated.

2.6.
Gender, Conflict and Peace Building
· In October, CIM officials finished reviewing of the curriculum on Gender, Conflict and Peace Building which was elaborated based on the training workshops held in Peru, 2005 and Guatemala, 2006. The objective of the curriculum is to facilitate the replication of the workshop in the Spanish speaking countries. The materials include a manual for trainers, a manual for participants, and an advocacy and action manual prepared by The Initiative for Inclusive Security, as well as the projects presented by the participants of past courses and other support materials. The curriculum will be published in CD in November and distributed widely  in Spanish-speaking countries, especially in those that took part in the training. 
III.
OFFICIAL MISSIONS AND REPRESENTATION OF THE CIM
· Seminar on the Role of Women in Stabilization and Reconstruction: U.S. Institute of Peace held this event on Tuesday, April 10, 2007 to examine the critical role that women can play to build a stable peace in warring and post-conflict states. The purpose of this session was to explore specific, actionable recommendations to promote women in various stages of the peace process. Some of these included having quotas for women in the political system; promoting social and economic development and the roles of women; protecting the human rights of women; cross-partisan networking of women parliamentarians; engendering a gender-sensitive approach in donor organizations; transforming policy-speak to impact women in the field and for practitioners; conducting research on the topic of the obstacles and impediments that women face, as well as creating an inventory of best practices at the national and international level; addressing the high level of abuse directed at women in/by the military and increasing the number of women in peace-keeping missions.

· OAS Seminar on Public Security in Latin America: On May 03, 2007, the CIM Specialist represented the CIM at an OAS Seminar entitled: “Public Security in Latin America” featuring Dr. Lucia Dammert of FLACSO, Chile. In Chile, there has been an increase in violence and crime, especially in the areas of domestic violence, school violence, drugs and gangs. This has resulted in a high-fear factor among citizens. Crime is multifaceted in nature and concentrated among the youth, especially in the urban areas. Dr Lammert proposed that citizen security needed to become a wide-ranging debate in Latin America to address the sub-regional differences in crime as well need to address the serious dearth in data and crime statistics. 

· Forty-first Regular Session the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission The Executive Secretary was invited to this meeting, which was held from May 2 to 4, 2007, at OAS headquarters.  On May 4, in the framework of said meeting, there was a presentation of the preliminary studies of the Multicenter Pilot Study Project on “Women, Drugs, and Violence in the Americas.” For that preliminary study, interviews were conducted with 889 women in 12 countries in an attempt to fathom the links between women, violence, and drug abuse.
· Meeting with the OAS Department of Sustainable Development:  CIM Specialist met with Mr. Cletus Springer, Head of the Caribbean Division, on May 8, 2007 to discuss how to incorporate the gender dimension into the work of this Department, since this topic is of particular interest to CARICOM. It was agreed that essentially there had been no gender component being considered within the work of the Department’s disaster-oriented programmes. Mr. Springer requested a gender toolkit with gender indicators to assist in the design of projects at this technical level. With regard to Natural Disasters, Mr. Springer spoke of a sizeable project which was being done in the OECS Countries by OAS and the World Bank entitled: Policy and Legislation in Post Disaster Situations for the Equitable Distribution of Resources.

· U.S. Congressional Briefing on HIV/AIDS: CIM Specialist attended this session on May 16, 2007, which was primarily focused on efforts in Africa to stem the pandemic through the various agencies which operate there. It was observed that there was a need for attention to be given to victims of sexual violence, since the subjection of women and girls was being posited as the reason that HIV/AIDS is a pandemic and not a disease. The vulnerability of orphans and street children to sexual violence and HIV was also emphasized. It was also stressed that intervention programmes needed to include screening for gender-based violence and that the first line of defense should be access to affordable and available female condoms as the research continues in cervical caps and diaphragms, as well as microbicides. In light of female’s increased risk to HIV infection, it is important to have prevention options which women could control and use. Consequently, a call was also made for increased funding to accelerate work on microbicides in particular, since microbicides allow women who are unable to negotiate condom use to protect themselves, if they are in situations where they are unable to leave damaging relationships and do not want to put themselves at risk. There was also a strong call for more funding for developing of the AIDS vaccine and the need to dispel the notion that vaccines are not an effective tool for women in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

· IDB Seminar on Gender Equality for Human Development and Economic Growth: CIM Specialist attended this session at the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) on June 04, 2007. This session was primarily to address the gaps in the hemisphere in Education, Economic Opportunity and Reproductive Health. The purpose of the Seminar was to shed new light in policies and investments in gender equality that are needed to accelerate human advancement and economic growth. It was viewed that a major cultural shift was needed to address gender inequalities and to offset the challenges in incorporating gender as a cross-cutting issue in such a way as to penetrate public policies. Within the hemisphere, in the area of education, gender parity has been achieved compared with the situation in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. However, there is still the matter of closing the huge gap for the poor, especially among the indigenous and afro-descendant populations. There is also a need to focus on the rural urban divide and focus on the education of rural girls, since boys tend to be given an educational preference for education by rural families. While addressing the persistent wage gap in labour, the panellists stressed the need for a better integration of work/life balance and the need for public policy on the family to examine the role of men in reproductive functions arguing that the distribution of labour between men and women was not solely about participation in the labour market. In the segment on reproductive health, it was observed that Latin America and the Caribbean were lagging behind in issues of health. Consequently, there was need for political will to address the reproductive and sexual health of women for globally there are persistent challenges exist in maternal mortality, the feminization of HIV/AIDS, Cervical Cancer and gender-based violence of which women are the primary victims.

· Seminar: “The Legal Dimensions of Women’s Economic Empowerment. The CIM was invited to participate in this seminar, held on June 12, 2007, in Washington D.C. The World Bank Group's new Gender Action Plan: "Gender Equality as Smart Economics" seeks to empower women economically. This seminar investigated how women's equal justice is crucial for economic progress and poverty reduction. The World Bank convened this consultation to bring together legal development practitioners as well as staff of the World Bank and other international organizations to identify the key legal aspects relevant to promoting Women’s economic advancement and to propose a set of priority legal empowerment issues and tools to incorporate in the GAP‘s implementation. The overall goal of the consultation is to: (i) identify the legal issues relevant to the priority markets that the GAP targets; ii) provide further analysis to ground legal reforms under Legal, Empowerment for the Poor; and (iii) propose specific areas and topics for reform in order to articulate a set of guidelines and tools which will, in turn,  inform future GAP-related efforts.

· First Global Conference on the Caribbean: The CIM President and a CIM official attended this inaugural Conference on the Caribbean, which was held in Washington, DC on June 19-21, 2007. In the Experts’ Forum, a number of issues were addressed - among them being education, health and gender. 
· OAS Inter-Departmental Meetings on Youth: The Executive Secretary and CIM Specialist attended the second inter-departmental session hosted by the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Albert Ramdin on August 13, 2007 to address mainstreaming Youth as a cross-cutting issue of the OAS. With regard to CIM’s contribution to this topic, the Executive Secretary informed that CIM provides programmes on HIV/AIDS, young girls and trafficking. Ms Lomellin also suggested that the OAS could provide internships for professors who could teach students about the OAS. At the third Inter-Departmental Meeting on Youth, the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin called an Inter-Departmental Meeting on October 11, 2007 and presented the draft report on the Youth Symposium. Noting the great success of the Youth Symposium which had been held on September 19-20, 2007, the ASG called for an implementation of the recommendations and forming a Plan of Action for the OAS to integrate Youth as a cross-cutting issue throughout the OAS. To this end, Ambassador Ramdin proposed that a small committee be established to undertake the implementation of these priorities and to source funding for the topic. Ambassador Lovell of the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda reiterated her six point action plan for incorporating and institutionalising the topic of Youth and informed that Antigua and Barbuda was currently working on the Draft Resolution for Youth. Ambassador Ramdin committed to contacting the various governments to request the appointment a focal point person in each member state. He further informed that the YABT will be the technical secretariat in the interim until something further is instituionalised. He also spoke to the priority areas for deliverables: Youth and Crime, Youth and Health; and Youth at Risk; with a view to addressing the topic of Youth and Security at a later stage of Youth mainstreaming. CIM’s intervention focused on Youth at Risk and the need to maintain a gender perspective in the topic of youth. It reiterated its focus on the consideration of Youth and HIV/AIDS in the growing feminization of the disease. Since one of the priority areas for deliverables is Youth and Health, the ASG tasked CIM with collaborating with PAHO to address its particular focus and reporting on our progress in so doing by the next meeting. 

· On September 10, a CIM official met with Ana Townsend, a consultant with IDB’s Gender and Development Unit, and ex-Minister of Women’s Affairs of Peru, for a Preliminary discussion on the design, scope and execution of a technical cooperation project to create and strengthen a coalition providing specialized technical support to promote, drive and facilitate among parliament members the drafting of harmonized laws that reflect, develop and make current, within the countries’ internal juridical structures, the political commitments undertaken by their respective countries through the Inter-American Conventions and the Hemispheric Plans of Action with regard to women’s rights and gender perspective.

· From September 11 to 15, the Executive Secretary took part in a meeting to evaluate the project entitled Participation and Gender Equity in Municipal Public Finance in Nicaragua, held jointly by the CIM and the OAS office in that country.  In addition, the Executive Secretary held meetings with a number of representatives of the Government of Nicaragua.
· OAS Youth Symposium and Dialogue Special Session of the Permanent Council on Youth in the Americas (September 19, 2007): The Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda in its capacity as Chair of the Permanent Council had invited the CIM Secretariat to be part of on the programme of activities. This initiative entitled: ‘Empowering the Future Leaders of the Americas’ was held on September 19-20, 2007.
· Special Session of the Permanent Council on Youth The CIM Executive Secretary attended this event on September 20, 2007, along with a CIM official. In commemoration of this historical event, the CIM President had written to extend congratulatory wishes to the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council. The CIM President also commended the timeliness of this important initiative and expressed CIM’s strong support for it. Prior to the Special Session of the Permanent Council, four (4) concurrent panels had been held, as interactive sessions to engage the youth. They were: Responsible Citizenship and Participation in Democratic Governance; Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation for Young People; Opportunities and Programs for Youth Development, Underserved Youth at Risk and Education and Information Technologies. Antigua and Barbuda had requested that CIM be one of the facilitators on the youth panel on: Undeserved Youth and Youth at Risk. The CIM Official had been given the task to present on behalf of the CIM Secretariat and shared the CIM’s initiatives on youth in the Americas. The main thrust of the presentation, however, was examining HIV/AIDS and its impact of the youth. Specialist Odlum spoke to the growing feminization of HIV, and the particular vulnerability of young women and girls, who are predominating in the figures of new infections in Latin America and the Caribbean. Specialist Odlum addressed the critical linkage between gender inequality; asymmetries in power and gender-based violence, which are fueling the spread of HIV in the hemisphere. 

· On September 27, 2007 the CIM Executive Secretary, a CIM official and two high level officials of the OAS Sub secretariat for Political Affairs and Ana Elena Townsend met to discuss the scope and content of the preliminary proposal forwarded by CIM to facilitate among members of parliaments the coding of harmonized laws reflecting, developing and making current the political commitments undertaken by countries within Inter American Conventions and Hemispheric Plans of Action in regards of women’s rights and adopting a gender perspective.

· Project on The Process of Decentralization in the Americas and the Challenges to Democratic Governance The CIM participated in the technical workshop held on October 4, 2007, at the OAS headquarters. In the context of the project above, the decentralization section of the Department of State Modernization and Governance organized a small, one-day technical workshop. Six researchers from the region were invited to prepare issue papers on specific topics in decentralization and democratic governance.  The final version of the papers will be presented to a larger event, a seminar (policy dialogue) tentatively being scheduled for the end of February 2008. As gender is a cross-cutting issue, CIM was invited to attend the workshop, dialogue with the researchers, and make recommendations on the papers and the organization of the February seminar.
· Expert Group Meeting on Indicators to Measure Violence against Women. A CIM official attended this meeting convened by the UN Division for the Advancement of Women, together with other UN entities, which was held from 8-10 October in Geneva, Switzerland.  The main collaborators were the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Statistical Division. The meeting responds to the General Assembly resolution from last fall on "intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women". The focus was on quantifiable indicators (less on process or programme indicators). The main objectives of the meeting were to:
· take stock of existing major national, regional and international initiatives aimed at developing indicators on violence against women; 

· assess advantages and disadvantages of various indicator proposals; 

· develop criteria for the identification of a possible set of indicators on violence against women; 

· summarize options, and put forward recommendations for a possible set of indicators to support countries to measure the scope, prevalence and incidence of violence against women; and 

· outline related data collection requirements and constraints, as well as opportunities for overcoming these. 

· On October 24, a CIM official participated in the Special Session of the Permanent Council during this session the Inter Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) made a presentation with a view at gaining a detailed knowledge of their activities and establish a close relationship with the Forum leading to the implementation of a technical cooperation program with the parliaments of the Americas.

· Meeting with Representatives of the Chilean Ministry of Defense. On October Mrs. Evelyn Rauco, Adviser on Gender at the Chilean Ministry of Defense, and Mrs. Lily Fuentes Campos, Advisor to the Carabineros (Police) Under Secretariat, visited CIM to report on the equal opportunities policy underway in the Chilean Armed and Police Forces, and the programs and activities at their organizations to promote greater women’s involvement in their respective fields.

· Meeting with the Department of Public Security: A CIM official contacted Mr. Julio Rosenblatt Katz, Chief of the Unit on Gangs, for an update on the activities of his Department with regard to its work on violence - with a view to exploring possibilities for collaboration with CIM. From the previous meeting in March 2007, there was to be a two month research project to construct a definition on gangs and their classification; and the results were to be sent on to the Inter-American Alliance on the Prevention of Violence for consideration. Further, coming out of a March 07, 2007 presentation made by Professor Julie Meeks-Gardner on ‘Violence in the Caribbean’ in which she made reference to the gender dimension of gangs and the sexual violence being perpetrated on young girls by gang leaders, Mr. Rosenblatt had been keen on CIM coming on board as a partner on the proposed venture for the regional assessment of Violence in the Caribbean, since he viewed the gender perspective as important in the gang issue, where women were not only a part of the process, but were also victims of the process as well. On August 29, 2007, Mr. Rosenblatt advised that at this time work was still progressing on the research to construct a definition.

· Seminar on Economic Resilience of Small States: A CIM official attended this Seminar of the Commonwealth Secretariat and the OAS on September 18, 2007 as part of strengthening the CIM/CARICOM connection through an understanding of the particular challenges of small states in the global economy. Among the main challenges for the small states which were increasing their vulnerability were: Climate Change and Natural Disasters; Renewable Energy Sources, Poverty, Crime; Economic Sustainability; External Debt; Dwindling Foreign Aid and Health concerns. It was noted that there had been very little work done on small states as a specific group, despite the fact that there were 51 small states with populations 1.5 million or less.  
· Project Proposal on Women in New Enterprises (WINE): The Executive Secretary of CIM and a CIM official met with Specialist Richard Campbell of SEDI on Wednesday, August 29, 2007 to discuss the Women in New Enterprises (WINE) concept paper. As a follow-up to this initial meeting, the CIM official then had a follow-up meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2007 with both Richard Campbell of DSD/SEDI and Nichole Duncan - who holds the CARICOM portfolio in the YABT - to further develop the WINE project proposal. The meeting was able to achieve its objective and the WINE project proposal was developed to incorporate all of the stakeholders involved. The project entails provision of business training skills and capacity-building services to young women of the OECS Countries who are already in business. CIM will be responsible for the gender training piece which will address the situation for working women, tailored to young women entrepreneurs. CIM, SEDI and YABT will collaborate on this project subject to its gaining approval.

· International Workshop: Culture as an Engine of Economic Growth and Social Inclusion in the Americas: A CIM official attended this two-day session on behalf of the CIM. It was observed that at 10% of GDP that globally culture was one of the largest economic growth sectors (UNCTAD 2004) and therefore it was necessary to produce the necessary data from Latin America and the Caribbean on their respective cultural industries to be able to harness the immense potential of this emerging sector, especially in light of the new technologies which can much enhance this industry. There is need for what has been done for Tourism to be done for Culture to make it a cross-cutting element of our societies. Culture as a product has a dual development value in both its social and economic aspects. An important point raised was that cultural industries were a poverty reduction mechanism, since it was one of the few sectors where natural resources give small, poor countries a comparative advantage because it is labour-intensive and has a low entry barriers.

· Meeting with ACTION AID, International: A  CIM official met with Jacqueline Patterson, Senior Women's Rights Policy Analyst for Action Aid International-USA, who manages the Women's Rights and HIV&AIDS portfolios. ActionAid, ensures that a Women's Rights lens is integrated into all of their work (Climate Change, Disaster, Food Rights, Macroeconomic policy, etc). Ms Patterson also holds responsibility for a stand-alone portfolio focused on Violence Against Women and HIV&AIDS. This portfolio is global in focus and one of its central aims is to link the work of women of color addressing on VAW and HIV&AIDS in the US to grassroots coalitions in the country programs in which Action Aid operates in the three regions: Africa, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean. We discussed the scope of our respective work with regard to gender – in particular, the interconnectivity between GBV and HIV/AIDS and the potential for partnership in our work. Action Aid works on women’s human rights in the field of violence against women in the forty-nine countries which it serves globally. Action Aid, International views the nexus between GBV and HIV as a high priority in light of the serious lack of attention to this crucial intersection. With regard to our hemisphere, the only countries which it currently serves are: Brazil, Guatemala, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. With respect to funding for our CARICOM HIV/AIDS project, Ms Patterson advised on the specifics of Action Aid’s funding policies and promised to follow-up on the specific countries which it is allowed to fund. The CIM official informed that another person has responsibility for a proposed project on addressing violence against women in Haiti and promised to facilitate an introduction. Ms Patterson, in turn promised to introduce us to Ms Alexandra Scampini, Regional Focal Point for Women’s Rights in the Americas, to discuss any possibilities which may be available for funding our CARICOM project.
· Book Launch at the center for Strategic and International Studies. On October 10, CIM officials attended the Book Launch:  Women Building Peace: What they do, why it matters By Sanam Naraghi-Anderlini.  Presentations were made by Johanna Mendelson Forman, Senior Fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies, and Carla Koppell, Director, the Initiative for Inclusive Security.  In this book the author explores such issues as: How and why do women's contributions matter in peace and security processes? Why should women's activities in this sphere be explored separately from peacebuilding efforts in general? Decisively answering these questions, Sanam Anderlini offers a comprehensive, cross-regional analysis of women's peacebuilding initiatives around the world. Sanam Naraghi-Anderlini has worked in the field of conflict prevention and peacebuilding for over a decade, is co-founder of ICAN, a newly formed NGO dedicated to supporting women’s peace activism in conflict affected countries, and is a research affiliate of the MIT Center for International Studies. 
· Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor. On October 12, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Dr. Singh and OAS high authorities attended a meeting convened by Doctor Singh from this Commission.  The objective of this meeting was to brief OAS/GS staff members in more detail about the Commission’s work, how it can be relevant to the goals and mission of the OAS, and to discuss important opportunities for future cooperation. The Commission for the Legal Empowerment of the Poor represents the first global initiative to focus specifically on the link between exclusion, poverty and the law. It was launched by a group of developing and industrialized countries including Canada, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Guatemala, Norway, Sweden, South Africa, Tanzania and the United Kingdom, and is hosted by the UN Development Programme in New York.  The Commission comprises eminent policymakers and practitioners from around the world, and is co-chaired by former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and the Economist Hernando de Soto. Its roster of distinguished members include UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Shirin Ebadi, Benjamin Mkapa, former President of Tanzania, Ernesto Zedillo, former President of Mexico, and Michael Moore, former President of New Zealand.
The Commission focuses its research in four key areas: rule of law and access to justice, property rights, labor rights and business rights. To ground its work with realities on the ground, the Commission also hosts national consultations in developing country regions, to discuss key challenges and solutions with local stakeholders.

· On May 3, 2007, a CIM Official participated in the SAF’S 1st Quarterly Resource Management Review Meeting, in Washington, D.C..On August 7, the CIM Specialist participated in the SAF's Second Quarter Resource Management Review Meeting, in Washington, D.C., and on October 22, has held the SAF's Third Quarter Resource Management Review Meeting. These three meetings were convoked by OAS Administrative Secretariat.

· On September 17 to 19 and 24 to 26, a CIM official participated in the Government Financial Manager Training Program held in Washington, D.C.
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